DeLorean Motor Center Open House, Cruisin for a Cure and Universal Studios Weekend September 22 – 24, 2006

AZ-D members Ben Ferguson, Johnny Sawyer, Daniel Fox, and Matt Carpenter launched a three-day DeLorean weekend from Matt’s home in Litchfield Park early Friday morning.  Johnny and Matt rode in Johnny’s D, while Daniel and Ben traveled in the trip’s chase vehicle, a.k.a. Daniel’s Tahoe.

DeLorean Motor Center Open House

The AZ-D group arrived at the DeLorean Motor Center’s Open House in Garden Grove early Friday afternoon.  They met up with other AZ-D member Chris Mack, and were surprised and pleased to see members Charlie and Misty.

Don and Nancy Steger were kind to provide pizza and beverages while all attendees visited and viewed several DeLorean related videos at the Center’s Open House.

Including Chris Mack, Charlie and Misty, the total AZ-D attendance at the Open House was seven members – an excellent showing for an annual event not to miss.

 ‘Cruisin for a Cure’ at the Orange County Fair and Expo Center

On Saturday, the AZ-D contingent made their way to ‘Cruisin for a Cure’ at the Orange County Fair and Expo Center.  The annual car show promotes prostate cancer awareness and donations for medical research and treatment.  The event proved to be one of the largest ever and included mostly American muscle cars and classics.  Included in the DeLorean showing was Danny Botkin’s Time Machine DeLorean, as well as D’s owned by Chris Mack, Don and Nancy Steger.  The show included a procession of cars on display on a track that ran through the fairgrounds.  The D’s proved to be a crowd favorite during the procession, which included a fog effect emitted from the rear of Danny’s Time Machine.

After the car show the group headed north to check out 9303 Roslyndale Ave - Back to the Future film site and movie home of Marty McFly in Arleta, California (north of Hollywood).  To stand at the very spot where Doc crashed the DeLorean into the garbage cans was truly surreal!

Universal Studios Hollywood

Sunday was non-stop entertainment for a handful of the AZ-D members who planned months ago a V.I.P. trip to Universal Studios Hollywood.  

The passes were ordered several months in advance and cost a pretty penny, but well worth it!

Highlights of the event included:

Back to the Future, The Ride

The ride is essentially a DeLorean simulator with eight seats. A lot of fun and thinking back, I wish we had gone a second time!

Water World

The attraction is a live sea war with lots of water flying!  The best part was seeing people get completely drenched with buckets of water. 

Revenge of the Mummy, The Ride

Yes, it’s not very long but Awesome and very fast.

Jurassic Park, The Ride 

With exception to Ben wearing a plastic poncho, we were soaked!

Terminator 2: 3D 

One word, Amazing.  The V.I.P. passes allowed us to stick around after the show and talk with the actors.  Very cool.

Universals Animal Actors

The attraction features the real animals and look-alikes from movies and TV.  It included a dog that looked like a young Einstein.

The Arizona club members made their way home on Sunday evening, making it a late night by arriving after 1am.  I know I speak for Johnny, Ben and Daniel in saying this trip was well worth it.  I’m already looking forward to going next year!

Best Part of the Trip?


Ben:


Driving mostly full bore in Don Steger's car with the crazy cams.


Checking out the engine of the world's fastest DeLorean (wrecked and


       trashed, but still kind of cool in that it was running and had 315/35R


              tires in the rear).


Getting Don Steger and Harry Ward together to visit.


Getting the waitress to try to tie a knot in a cherry stem with her


             tongue.


Meeting Jerry Wiegert (www.vectorsupercars.com) and checking out the one


      of a kind 1992 Vector WX-3 Avtech Coupe.


Visiting with Harry Ward.


Taking Matt Carpenter to see Marty's house.


The whole VIP ticket at Universal Studios was worth it and I would do it


             again without hesitation.


The Back to the Future Ride and Terminator were the best.





Next year I want to drive my DeLorean and I want the waitress to actually


tie a knot in the cherry stem with her tongue.


Johnny:  


The whole weekend.





Daniel: 


Besides agreeing with Johnny that the entire weekend was �pretty sweet, I would have to narrow it down to three specific �things (in no particular order):





The entire Universal Studios VIP experience!!


Shaking hands with Jerry Wiegert, inventor of the Vector.


The car ride to CA, AND back to AZ, was fun having someone �there to talk to and also passed the time easier than only �having one person per car!!


Matt:


Visiting with Danny Botkin, Don and Nancy Steger at the Delorean Motor Center Open House – good times!


Checking out the Vector car – wow, I remember hearing about it in High School.


Actually seeing the McFly House!


Universal Studios VIP prestige – it rocks.  


The Back to the Future and Revenge of the Mummy Rides.


Good times with good friends.








